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By Louia Joseph Vance

He hale" en la purault o( the alacK
eaalov, peaatng foreaken taaaplee aal' lordly pleeaare hoaeee, all startle

. tracery art fretvort, ataagtag apart
lavnataageace ban noble gareeaa.

- eoakea taaka all vaed-frov- aal
rank wttfe ellme, bambler , eooryar
art cota'eai; vnaee' arttaataau the
Sree for eeatarlea hai been oeM fcl

' leatlaatloa evMeatly the tetania of
the enapeehnbU Cyei i "ij no-- i

Aa tbar am nearer that leallag
ahalov toreook the thai of the valla' valet he eeetaeg ' te favor, eveentag

! haatOyaereaa a.'ptaa; vtlte vtth
BMMatiara art vttboet paaae a tnte

, tka black. gaping kola bejoal tka
: anarhle area. ' : .'!' .. j

v i Here for tka Sret Uma AmUr hang
taak. etopetag-- a aeoro of faat tr
the loor, kla aarroa Ba IU

! not falter la kla paraoee; ha u e
. ta to aatar -- tka , laky , portal,, at

. ." would ka mr Imti HT Art
tka world vaa aveet ta him.

Ba took Bm bold of hla'reeeoa aal
. vaat a aeraaa tka dark taraakold,
took tkraa anoartala atrldee Into tka
lla&ltlcea uakaovn. tad pulle! ap
abort, hearing nothing, aaabla to eee
a rnrl kafora him. Then wlU a tar
rifle eraak Ilka a Meeder-cU- tha
greet doora avoag ta baking hla. Ha
vhirleo' about with a atlOad err, eoa-edou- e

of a meg deelre to and the
doora agala, took a Up or two to-

ward thoa. paoaad to wonder If ha
vara moving la tka rtfht dlraetioa.
moved a lltUa to tha left, half taraed
aad vaa loet. Reverberating, tha
acboaa of tha araab rollad far away
nntll tbar vara bo more thaa aa a
vbltpar adrift la tka elleaoa, atU
that van gene. ...

XXgglag kla naila Into kla palma, ka
vetted; aad la tka aaepeaee of draad
began to count tha eecoala. )

Oaa mianta . . . two . . i .
thraa . . . foar ...

He ehlfted hm velght from eee foot
to tha other. . 7 ,

STnv a

a kart aeraaa kla faaa

art broaght at avay, vat vttk
, ny". .. . .

.-

-.

I
Waa .'. . I

la aecae remote apat a ball
alt .vat Sret atovly alaagt

, alaagt .... elaaai-4h- ea

alchly. antfl tha rear af tta luamna.
aartrha aaaav anail I ta m al tha

,varl4 art to aat H rtraakla ,'Thaa.
iinaathly, tha waft limaii

aM, ta irat euaaaf af K
vaa JOrra a tha
m tmhtaa tbit;

U vatoa, aaaa, alaar,
' vaa raUU forth 'aahi art

vaatlaa aoathtd U 4h
. mrH:

' Traa ,thaf'..'I;iwia
Charaf . '. vWbato tharat T

, Tha hair Uftrt a hla aaato art ha
avaUavad hard ta tha afiort to

Vat tha tta1 atikk U khj thraal;
i ha vaa at' ftattaa vrt w V art
It la aary hard la Va aaVativat? vaaa
Ta aUrt la atarh 4arkaa vtth a
aaaath dry aa daat art yaat hair ao

' rteC at tha ivau haaaaaa af tha
laparaoaal aad, aloof aoaaaU

'af aa lahaaiaa aU-ale- , talUac aaay
" aat af aovhara.
.' "Wba U tharar

' Aala ka fallad to aaavar. toata
aaar hla ba baard a alLght

aolaa aa of a aua atorlai tapailaaUy;
aad thta a vbUpar: "Raapoad. thoa
fooll"

--Art thoa aoaa. 0 cboaa af tha
Oalavayr tha aU-oic- raa

1 . . . I aa coma,'' Aaber aaa-- .

at d ta raptr.
--ttaar yaP raac tba baO. "Ifaaf

ya, O lordi aad ratara la htadbyaaal
O chtldraa af ay Gatavay. baar ya

. vaUl Ha U aeaol Ha ataada apoa

in taraaaoM ar ua uaiavay.-- A

traat draa raarad Uha tha aratk
af doaca; art Aabara Hv drapaad.
ror la Ua kih roof af tha taapia a

Kiaai alah had baaa hiwiliKy
vlthdrava. art through It a aoU abaft
of aooalifht fall. eaUlaf Ua tlooa

' Uka a Biaatla rapier, aad aaota vtth
tta laaaaalaaa radlaaa th
Oatavay af vorda. .

Net ata paoaa fraa kla It
aat af tha darhaeaa la aa trldaaeat

fe aa arch a acaat tea feat a
height, art la apaa doable tha vtdth
af a big aaa'i ahoalden. vavaa aeraaa
Uha a vaarara fraaa vtth rlbaoaa af
pale Ira. - Bat tha rtbboaa vara af
eteel ateal btadaa. abarp. bright,
glaaalag. With their poiaaala caa
aiagly aflaad aa that their - aetata
beached art tatartaeed, , yet avuwy
frae, thay Mart tha pier af tha areb
fraaa kaea ta apaa art an tba graee--

' vwbmmm&&
. . . w j

"O ya evarlat hvaal tha" vaiaa.
, i. , yaavaraathatharakaeva
aa dlibaaarl O ya rwwrU that hdv)

i CimU at Mkmstr. IZSw, iarrj
tvaf Ivorda of ftaar-baa- , Ana

'.' 'TWtoTaaatav aiavad i pjlintii
' j Ma. Arhar tmiaHit I haaat ara.Tr

a aaaal la tha aaaala art Mcrtoi
'af i: . rsataa, i (.!a

- . i Cacta O ay evertat . IX: thy

j trrx rrarh pay aalryt , TThaA al
Cy vaa?ar .

' C by aa tie hiaiaa Usui ta
' lUrtJ, al: j tU thara. at'lr r tt t r --i aJ'

i i : w m a

through their cUrnor boomed tha kail:
"O ay eboeeaP An bar etarted gad

held blmaaif flraly la head. "Look
wall, look walll Hera to thy portal to
ktagiblp and glory t"

Ha frewhed aad book a atep forward
aa If he vouU throw hiaeelf through
tha archway for ha had aaddenly

vtth oorapelllmg rlrldaaaa
that. Sophia rarraU vaa to. be voa

that peaMce. . But aa haj .....

"O My Cheaanl"

aored tba iwordi clattered afreah aad
waag outwarda. preaentlng a brlatla

of polnta. And ba atoppad. while tha
voice, ladlfferent aad ranote aa a,

cooUaued to harangue hla.
"If thy heart, O my cboeeo, ba eleaa.

aaauUled wfth fear aad guUef If thy
faith ba tha faith of thy ta there aad
thy boo or rooted la lore of thy land;
If thoa haat faith la the atreagth of
thy banda to hold tha mine of empire

. . enter, baring aa fear."
Trkh-work,- " ka told klmaalf. He

aat kla teeth with detaralaalloa.
'Hope they doa't aea ft to cot aa ta
pteeee oa aoaplcloa. Hera goee." Ha
aaoTdd forward with a ftraa ate aatll
hla aoaoa aU bat touched tba aetata.

' laetaataaeoualy, vtth another claah
aa af ayahala. tha hladaa vera d

art returned U their Brat pa
alOea, eloalag tha way. Be fceattatal
Thaa. Thai ahaat atep aaat" ha aald
tbraagh kla teeth, aad paahad forvaH.
heart U Mouth. Ha kraaaud tha aa

art fait It fftvai tha btadaa ytaai--

reaeiag araat ha faU thetf
aa ha ahaaha art bmti

ttreagh hla atathtat ka waa; aaay

ad thatr eUagt avrtty haaam.
AhrvgUr thay awwag aattraty free
lea ring lie aatraaaa eaaar, art I vaa
drawtag a free breath whaa avav

la pealOoa with-th- e apaed of
Ke taapaC tor kla Bfa art
betag alaahad to ptacea hr tha
taafc.. Thar awaag ta bahlrt hhvi
art agaia tha draa roared, vhflg afar
there aroaa a fvrtoaa, atdraVah vafaag
af eoochee. Oraraaad tha . ogaalag
dlaappeared gad tha light vaa aht
ovt la darhaeaa aa af tha Hall at
EbUa tha eoac baa vera atllled aad
tha achoea ebbed lata a elleaea that
held away for aaeay mlaota era agate
Ua hall apeka. :

--Stretch forth Uf band- .-
.

Somewhat abahae, A a. bar held aat
aa opa tela before hla. Thaa aat
of aothlagaeaa aomethtag plopped Into
Aabre hand aad bla 0 ofere rtoeed
coarolatrely about IL It waa a bead,
aery email, email aa a child a. gaarled
aad bard aa ateel and cold aa lea.

' Without aay foreaaraleg two heavy
haada gripped him. oaa oa elUrr
ehoaldar, aad ha waa forced to hla
kaeea. At Ua aaisa laauat. with a
aaapptag crackle a apart af blaa Saa
tiot dowa from the avalth, art where
It felt, vtth a Uuederelap a daaallag
glare af emerald light abot ap hreaav
high. t ,

Ta Ma half blinded eyee It aeeaed.
for a time, to daare euaptaded la Ua
air before hi a. A vapor awtrWd BP
from H, a thla cloud. leatJeova. .

By
dagreae ba made out Ila eoeree, t a
email, hraaea bawl aa a Irtpod.

to freet af bla ba could aaa aotb-le- g

beyoad the aolerlaealy waverlag
game. Bat preaeatly a bead appeared,
aa If by aogla, a bare . Ue bowl a
bead, boar, browa aad long af flsger.
that aaeaied attached ta aethlag aad
caat aoaothing itte a powder lata tha

re. There followed a Sta art pal of
vapor, aad a atroag aad heavy guet of
tareaee waa wafted lata Aabera fare.
Agate art agala tha bead appeared.
eprtakUac powder la Ua eraaler. aa-t-

Ua amoke eloaded Ua ataoapbara
vlU ftp Saeat, addrtag aaOa. '

Tha gaaaaleak Uat brt pricked aat
a! Aaber'a ahte'awhalaed. art kla
aaalaa vaat aiU It "Orea Bra aura-ta- g

ta Ua bowt- .- ha atptiaed Ua pa
awmaaaa; "art a aaflva vKh hda ara
arrapaod bp Ua vrtat la klaak hj faed-aca- t.

Nat a bad efeet. Uoagh." I '
. R waa, peri pa, aa wall that ki art

W'Veea Saoatrad. Tor there' vaa a
aQ hla

etreagU be teee. Ha baaaae raaa
artawa Uat aoaaUtag Waa aovaf

hla aad the hraala aaabathlaf
vUahhmart laaatoailr aawaaad y
be a raa af dirty aioth baft there
rareloajy: Bat aev ka aaV It aafe

aatra.' art apaa. ,a?rdaf Heat
art ItrJaj tta hart b Ua laaatag
ae aa taaea eUra, aVach art
v.. a irary, 1j ia j zt aa

utt j tr fz'.i, Z1 a
I" T r- - v , - .f, t "a

twla rubtee Ja U vile little head. --
:

. Aabar'a breath clicked. In hla throat
art ba ahraak beokr.r!elac; bat thla
teetlaotlve move had been provided
agalaat aad before hla kaeea vera
fairly eC tka rocky floor ha vaa (broad
dewa agala by Ue haada on hla ahool-dar-

Ha waa unable to take hla eyea
from Ue moneter, and though terror
auch aa man la heir to lay cold apoa
bla heart, ba did not again attempt to
aMr. . ...

There waa no Bound. Aloaa aad un-

ci lit urbed Ua bleached viper wanned
ta IU dance with Ua palalng flame,
turning aad twlatlng. wearing aad
writhing In Ita Infernal glare. . . .

"Hear ya, O my peoplea!"
Amber Jumped. Tha voice had

eeemed to ring out fraaa a point di-

rectly averhead.
Ha looked up aad dleoovered above

him, vague la Ue obaeartty, Ua aut-llne- e

of a gigantic bell, haagug bm--'

tlonleae. . The green glare, gaining aa
Ita rim and partly Illuminating Ita
empty hollow (bo eav aa clapper) re-
vealed Ua ehtea of broaaa, of which
It waa faabloned.

Out af Ita Itnmenae bowt, Ua Voice
rolled Ilka Uuader:

"Hear ye, 0 my peoplea!"
A reeponelve murmur aeeeaded from

the company round Ua valla:
"We heart We hear, O htedhyaaa!"
"Mark veil Ula maa, O chtldraa of

my Gateway. Mark wall! Out af ya
all 1 have cboeaa him to lead thee U
the work of keeling: for 1 Uy mother.
I Medhyama, I Bharuta, I Ua body
from which ye are aprung, call me by
wtatarer name ya know ma I am laid
low wlU a great alckaesa. . .
Yea. I am atrtckea and laid low vlU
a alchneea."

la Ua bratlar Ue flame leaped high
and aubelded, and with It the cobra
leaped and Bank low upon Ita colla.

"I. tbtna old mother, have called ye
together to help In my healing. From
my feet to my bead I ara eaten with
peetllaace; yea, 1 am devoured and
poeeeeed by the erlL En of old
waa It thua with thy mother: long
alnce aha complained of the Plague
that la Scarlet moaned aad cried out
aad turned la ber mleery. . . . But
ye failed me. Then my peoplea were
weakling a and their kearta all ware
eravea; tha Scarlet Ertl dlamayed
them; tbey fled from Ita power aad
left It to batten oa ma la my alck-aeea.- "

A deep groan welled In uncounted
throe ta aad reeouoded through Ue
cavern, i

"WOl ya fall ma agaia. O my ehO-dre-

; " j. i ;
"Nay, nay, 0 our Bother!"
Too long have I aatared aad been

peUeat to allaaoa. Nov I Beat be
alee need art Bade whale aa af aid
Uma; yea, I moat ba purged altogeth-
er art Ua evil eaat aat from aa. It
la lima. . . . Ta have beard, ya
lava anavaradi aah ready, for tha
dee of tha aleaaatag aaaTaachaU,
What Uy everle aar aha Sara af Ua

aan ba Mat

Tea, thy averdd ahaU a
vtth the eval aM Ua lead abafl

ran red wtth tha bVaog ed BThneta. tha
Mart af Uy methnrt It BbnB rua B
tha aaa aa a tlror, haartag vtth U tha
Brt BML'-B- a aalaa
lthiaaaldBetar.be

aavHSl anafVat, i

'Aaber vaa valchta Ua airport
aeaet art weary aa at vlU a, great
Bead of aliip. Swh v Ua Palvaa af
ahenta aaaa U hla aa fraaa a great
dletaaea. Ta the clangor af Ua bail
aloaa he had became ahaermally aaav

alUve: erery Iber af hla betag ehrt-derad- .

reapoaatva U IU vatrd aaaneea.
It retnmrt ta Ita eeteaan aad atately

In ton lag.
(ut of ya all have I choeea aad

Died apon one wba ahall lead ya
Through hla ahaU ay atreagth be
--.ele aaaireat, my win be made
kaown to ay peoplea. Hla meat ye
terva aad ebey; ta bla Beat ye bow
dowa aad be bumble. Say, ara ye

-- jad? Will ye have hla. ay chil-
dren?"

Without aa laauat'a delay a cry
c( raUScattoa raag lo Ua roof. "Tea,
O aar mother! bla wa wtll eerve aad

. to Ma bow down art be
kumtle."

The votoe addraaeed tteetf directly
ta Ue kaaetlag aaa. HaMlfeeedaad
rouaed. , . ,

"Thoa haat beard of Ua aoaor ve
confer apoa thee I hledbyama. thy
tether, aad Ueae ar cMldrea, thy
trotbera. Ta ahaU hart aad rak la
Uharau. Ara ye ready T" . i

Half hypaotlted. Aaber epeaed hla
mouth, bat aa verda tana Kla ahta
dropped ta hla hraaaC . I

"Thy atreagth meat he kaown to at
peoplea; tbey meat eea then pat U Ua
proof Uy eourtfa, that Uey may kaaw
thee to ka the man for their. , .; .
Ta are readyr

He vaa enable la attve a flager. '

"Stretch eat thlae erma!"
Ha ahaddared aad tried ta eWy.

Tba voice raag Imperative. ...
"Stretch forth Utae erma tar the

teatlng!" . . , .

Somehow, mechanically, ha rate 4
ed la ralalag hla araa aad boldlag
tbea rtld before him. , Alarmed by
tha Bevoeaeat. the eefara tamed nu
a blaa, varBg bh) iteaaiaa head. t
Ua Tlrgtalaa Bade a offer ta with
draw bla haaia. Bla
art atarag art hla taae Hvtd.

M?UwMrwawert Jlhe Uebtfta
paeaMarbaaea. .' '
' Tha hall boomed fart Ithe aa

haoded death, v ... 0
Wba art trntaad la ay aarvleal
before whom all aen ataaid afrlghtad!
Thoa vha eaaat wok baaa Uov haer

Uaa aa a anran that at we.,. ..Look daea taw Ue
heart af ay haeeet fadga If be ha
worCy ar weatlag. fadgw If ha be rahva
er tree. . . . Jadge him. O deeUP

C-- cr Amber Ita gvaad Drpeat vaa
eec"- - Ke-- a J tta Ctla
t i t . rt J t; a .-r red t- -

1 . ' ' '

nlng, lu'BMUaomo red ayea holding- "hla own.
"Look wall, 0 death, and Judge

him!"
The dance of the hooded death

changed la character, grew mora fren-iled- ;

Ua white writhing oolla malted
Into one another In dltaylng eoafualon ;
flgnre merged Into figure Ilka amoke.

. Tha auapenae grew Intoler-
able.

"Haat thoa judged him, O death r
Inatantly the white cobra reared op

to Ita utmoat and remained polaed over
Amber, barely moving aave tor tha

Imperceptible throbbing of Ua
bond and Ua Inceaaaat darting of Ua
forked tongue.

"If he be loyal, then apare hla."
Tha hood did not move. Amber'a

fleeh crawled with aaapeakable dread.
. "If be be falthleaa, tbea . . .
atrlke!"

For another moment Ue aobra
maintained the teaalty. Tbea alevly,
croel head waving, hood ehrt akin g.
eyea loatng their deathly luater, ootl
by coll It aaak.

A thick murmur ran Ua round of Ue
wMla, awetllng Into aa laartlcalaU
cry, which beat upon Amber'a eara
like the raving of a faroff eurt Yam
bla Upa a atranglad aob broke, art.
tvry muacle relaxlag, he larcbed for-
ward.

Alarmed, la a trice tba cobra waa ap
again, hood dlateaded to Ua berating
point, head awlngtng ao awtftly Uat
the eye could aot fellow IL la another
br-al- h would ooiue the anal throat

A ?rarm eiploded behind Amber,
aingolng bla cheek with lu flame. He
fell over eldeware, barely eaeaplng
the heal of the cobra, which, with IU
hool blooa to Uttera, writhed la

Ita malignant toagae atrala-In- g

forth aa If In one Uat attempt ta
reach hla hand.

A aecond abot followed the Brat aad
ften a brlak, confueed fualllade. Am-
ber harl a man acream out la mortal
nvonr. and the dull aouad of a heavy
bcly failing near blm; but. coincident

. Uh the aeoon J report, Ue braaler bad
bi-- n overturned and IU light aitla-gi'lihe- d

aa If eucked up Into Ua air.

CHAPTie, XIX.

ttutten'a Daughter,
to darkneaa Ua blacker for Ua and-de- a

dlaappearuce of tba tight, eome-bod-

atnmbled ever Amber etambled
aad aware la good Bngtlah. Tha Vir-
gin Iaa aat ap, crying oat aa weakly aa
a child: "Ubertoache!" A volee aald:
Thank Oodl" He felt atroag haada
lift kla to kla feet He elaag ta hla
who had helped him. awaytog Uha a
drunkard. wKa aewtrt la tka brain
Una roughly awakened fraa aeaW
kypeoata.

"Hera," aald Ubertoacbe'e voice,
take ay head aad follow. WaYa ta
for it aevl- -

. Be eaagbt Ambers
draggrt hta. rleidtojr art aa
tag, rapidly Ureagh a ehaatta rvah at
anaawa heaJea. -- y . , .

Tha Srtag had alietrtflifl Che
atrang aadloaaa, WlU a
arum af ahrtefce. aatha. akaaU.

rvah v
twUUr ta Ua apat where Ua
aaa had been kaeeBag-- Na bm

haevaali where ha eteed a vhlther
ha ran aavaana. perhapa. That one
vaa at AnUarp aide art had laid hla
ceuree beforahart aad knew Uat bath
the b; Bvaa depended apoa Ma etlafe-la- g

ta ft vtUeat derUUoa. Ta hla a
rush af a band red feet hi a dlreot
Raa meant aalveUoe, the leant devia-
tion treen It. death..

Ba vaa now reoaverlag rapidly aad
able to appreciate Uat Uey etood a
goad abaaee at wtaatag away; for Ue
aatlvea vera all roaverging toward Ue
center of tba cavern, aad appareatly
aoaa heeded them. KeverUeteee Lav

borteache. releaalag blm, pet a revaV
ver 1a hU head.

"Deal healtaie to aboot If aajroae
comae Ula vay!" be aald. "Tve got to
get Ula door open aad ..."Ha broke off wlU aa ejaculation af
graUtade; for while he bad been e peak-
ing hla Sngere baally groping ha the
ceavoteUoae of Ue aculptared pedea
tal had eeooua tared what be Bought,
aad now ha palled eat aa Iron bar toe
feet er aa la leagU aad aa thick aa
a woman wrlat learning Ula la

The Cobra Waa Up Again, Mead pan
t . ajadj4nt ftn) avefJAB0 l4dSJaj f

a eoeaeV na,aaa fnath
Irkb, he pat, Ma vetght ao M; a
earvad aartataa a aah aSd beck afteah
K hittog, i .,i , ,r

"ia vtth yea," pentad laaarteeeia,
reaaevtag Ue lever. teal gaaay.',

Aahar aid aa. He baah vtah hta a
haey taBriaataa af a vaoy raaalag heal
IDed. vU a ruddy glare af tartkghf,
4 rarlag rabble of gavgaeaaty atJred
aattves ba tta aeater. Then Unavee
at rweeeved him Md he found bbmeerf
la a haarh hale at aa aadarrreaad
gallery place that reeked wuh the
eaat adore ef the tome. - i

. -
. . (Ta ha Cttl .

HUNTER - UN ASTRACT CO.

(IXCOBI'OKATKD.)
tfmvlag bought (Aa J. M. Mmnoa d Co. mbttrtct bookt a are
no w (he evaera ef (ve a(a of Abttract Bookt, (he combinedrear ot mere (Aaa 30 roara of laborious tftort. Bmlde. wt
bmvt rear and prtcolM mimoranda ana Informatloo bearing
oa Una uuau Wa amploy trainf, axpart abairaetara. Our
Quarmataatoaa with all work. Our patroaaga la tuuoM oa
marlt Lot ua bava yearn.

MINTER'LAMKIS ABSTRACT COMPANY
KEYTESVILLE, MISSOURI.

Recognized
Reliability

Gooda of known value and dealers of
established reputation are usually found
under the same roof.
Moon Broi. and other good makes of buggies,
which we handle, has an established repu-
tation for reliability and satisfactory service
and it is only treating yourselffair to inspect

.our line. We believe we have the best and
are sure we can easily convince you if given
an opportunity.

John P.
THE VETERAN DEALER

KEYTESVILLE,

Both Seasonable

and Reasonable!

Why not purchsae now the sesson's requirements?
You might ss well enjoy the whole season ss a part
of it. Look OTcr this list of summer necessities and
ask our prices Z)o U JWtc. Siberia Refrigeratory J
latest design and charcoal filled ; Lightning Ice Cream
Freezer, freezes In 5 minutes ; Per lection Oil Stores;
Garden Tools ; Hoes ; Rakes ; Spades Etc. Wonder
Washer; New Home Washer; One Minute Dall bear-

ing Washer; Garden Flows; a general stock of Hsrd-war- e;

Queensware; Stoves, etc.
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